
Patient Care Technician (PCT) 

Degree Type 
Certificate 

CERTIFICATE IN PATIENT CARE TECHNICIAN (PCT) 
37-39 SEMESTER HOURS 

Patient care technicians are multi-skilled healthcare providers, with training in basic patient care, blood collection, 
and electrocardiography or hemodialysis. Under the supervision of nursing and medical staff, patient care 
technicians are employable in a variety of healthcare settings. Students will gain the knowledge and skills to 
function as beginning-level staff in hospitals, clinics, long-term care facilities, laboratories, and physicians’ offices. 
Students may choose courses leading to national certification in Electrocardiography (ECG) or courses that qualify 
them to sit for the Clinical Hemodialysis Technician (CHT) Certification. 

The PCT curriculum consists of a three semester course load, including nursing assistant, phlebotomy, and 
electrocardiography or hemodialysis. Nursing assistant training will introduce basic patient care skills, and prepare 
candidates for state certification through the Department of Health and Human Services, earning the title of 
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). Students will also become CPR and First Aid certified. Certification is required to 
progress through the program. Phlebotomy training consists of blood collection using needles, as well as an 
overview of commonly used laboratory techniques. Electrocardiography (ECG) training prepares the students to 
complete successful cardiac monitoring procedures. Dialysis technician training will introduce the everyday care of 
the dialysis patient, graft access, and the operation of dialysis machines. After completing Phlebotomy and ECG, the 
PCT student will be able to attempt national certification in Phlebotomy Technician, ECG Technician, and Patient 
Care Technician. 

Additionally, the Patient Care Technician certificate prepares students to enter other programs at OCtech, as well as 
other health career programs. Students may obtain general credits toward a future degree program. 

Semester 1 

Course Number Title Credits 
AHS-104 Medical Vocabulary/Anatomy 3 
AHS-106 Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 1 
AHS-163 Long-Term Care 5 
ENG-101 English Composition 3 

Semester 2 

Course Number Title Credits 
AHS-141 Phlebotomy for the Health Care Provider 3 
AHS-144 Phlebotomy Practicum 5 
PSY-201 General Psychology 3 

1 Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College Catalog 2023-24



Semester 3 

Course Number Title Credits 
AHS-145 Electrocardiography 2 
AHS-166 ECG in a Clinical Setting 2 
BIO-117 Basic Anatomy and Physiology I 4 
CPT-170 Microcomp Applications 3 
MAT-155 Contemporary Mathematics 3 

AHS-222 may be taken in place of AHS-145. 

AHS-223 may be taken in place of AHS-166. 

Students must have successfully completed AHS-141 and AHS-144 prior to taking AHS-222 and AHS-223. 

Total Credits 37 
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https://catalog.octech.edu/allied-health-science/ahs222
https://catalog.octech.edu/allied-health-science/ahs145
https://catalog.octech.edu/allied-health-science/ahs223
https://catalog.octech.edu/allied-health-science/ahs166
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